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“Colby Apologizes to Postal 
Chief Over Discovery on 
Shell ot an lee 


ae : Special to Tha Ne 7 York Tienes 7 : 
© 2WASHINGTON,”: July » 17 — 


2Postmaster’' General - Benjamin} 


»Fr-Bailar‘ disclosed late today! 
“that 85 postcards and 25 letters 
rgntercepted- more « than. three 
ayes ago by the Central Intet- 
wligence Agency had just heen 
~found’on a shelf at-an agency 
-office, : pete oso a. eee IGE 

reiThe mail, all.from the Soviet 


. why the mail had been sent to 


{ 
r 
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Mr, Colby’s letter said that, 
the dispatch, evidently from a, 
C.LA. agent stationed in Latin 
Amecica, reported that the 
intercepted mail had been sent 
in a package mailed by an un- 
named “New York firm” to @ 
United States resident .of. the 
Latin-American country. |. 

- Although Mr. Colby said 
there was'no indication how or, 


the individual, it eventually. 
was passed on to-the C.LA. 
and the contents: recorded: in- 
files of the Soviet, mail. inter- 
cept that the agency operated 
secretly in New York City. .. 
: Forwarded for Mailing 3 
Mr. Colby’s letter said. that. 
the .mail had. been’ discovered 
“In «tha ‘course of a recent, 
routine change. in’ office. space 
assigned’ to aunt?“ of ‘the ‘in- 
jelligence- agency.” The letter- 
sald-that the-C:LAv.files bore’ 
no information. as. to why the 


+Union to United’ States resi-| >.) had beenrleft:on the sheif. 


‘dents;had beer ‘opened, read! 
*and® relayed ‘ to’ Washington ; 


*through™ Latin “America “in an: 


inexplicable: process, according; 
‘‘tovam apologetic letter to Mr.: 


{Bailar yesterday from William ~ 


tEColby, the Director of Cen-' 
} tral Intelligence.-- Roane Pee oe 
‘Colby - letter,. along:.with.. the! 
®Postmaster General's’angry re-; 
aptly that “it is an understate-| 
’ment to tell you I art’ shocked.” 
2 -The- ‘Postmaster General an-: 
snounced that. both: the: Depart-: 
iment of Justice and-the Postal: 
Inspection: Service would’ in-] 
Westigate the mail interception.. 
e-said that the postcards andi 
oa had-already been seized | 
bys the: Justice Department | 
Spending- possible-legal actiom 


- fagainst. those résponsible. for 


bpening: ‘and. detaining: ite? =~ 
a:“The: events you describe in 
your: letter," Mr..Batlar* wrote 
to Mr. Colby, “stand: in’ clear 
- violation. ‘of the ‘sanctity of ‘tha 
thails and threaten to. shake 
Public. confidence: in:..the . in- 
tegrity of thecmail’ eee. 
{Other Information: Sought 
€He urged the CA: director 
to. determine whether other mail 


. had.-unaccountably~” been. de- 


tained ‘as ‘a result of” the 
agency's interception’ of mail. to 
‘and: from the Soviet Union from 
1953-to 1973. The interception 
of. millions* of pieces: of -mail 
was disclosed last month by the 
‘Rockefeller commission, in a re- | 
-port’that termed. the; activity | 
Suntawtul. eet i be be 
-s'The letter’ to Mr. Bailar from! 
Mr..-Colby, dated yesterday, ; 
said that the mail -had. been: 


found “ona shelf in a securely’; 


"vaulted area” of an. unidentt-! 
fied agency office facility. Mr.! 


‘Colby said that the mail, along! 


with a registered. mail receipt. 
‘and: two_ Hungarian_ and one! 
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“had: ‘been ‘attached -to “a dis-| 
patch from one of our instaila-| 
tions in Latin America dated! 


<: Mr.- Bailar made. public “ther 


“As -it fg \clear- that the} 
senders ‘of -this ‘mail ‘intended: 
it ito cbe delivered,”* Mr. Colby 
wrote: Mr.. Bailar,. “IT. am. for- 
warding it.to.you for appro- 
priate handling.” °° 2 

The: suggested that Mr..Bailar 
notify: the. intended’. recipients 
that the fault was the C.LA’s 
and that Mr. Colby extended a 
“sincere apology.” 207 yo | 

The- mail: having heen seized 
by, investigators, “Mr. Bailar 


: said ha had drafted letters ‘to 


tha intended recipients expiain-| 
ing the situation and declaring 
that sthe Postal Service “con- 
siders ‘this incident “a serious 
violation of your rights.” . . ... 
-.The Postmaster General said 
hetwag- assured By- Mr. Colby 
Jast spring:that; the C.L.A.-had 
discontinued: its: mail: intercept 


operations. As . distressing _as}- 


that: discovery was, Mr. Bailar 
‘said,. “the revelation -that.-mail 
was removed from the interna- 
Sonal. mail stream, opened and 
retained indefinitely, is doubly 
disturbing.” °°. tr nn tlt 

‘He demanded of Mt: Colby; 
that “any such mail still held| 
‘by ithe Central Intelligencey 
Agehcy immediately be turned) 
over: to the Postal Service. for| 
delivery.” ..2 ee ees | 


see i a ed ELE £ as 
Grove Formally Sues the C.I.A. 
“% Grove: Press formally filed suit in Ferteral District 
Court here accusing the Central Intelligence Ageacy of 
bombing, wiretapping and infiltrating the offices of the 
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publishing company. A spokesman for the C.LA. said. later - 
that the agency had no comment on the suit. 2 \ 
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